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PREFATORY. 

Three hundred thousand workers in wood 
confess the want of a cheap illustrated jour- 
nal. This initial number must be taken as 
an indication of a purpose, not as an average 
sample of the Wood-Worker. If this num- 
ber is favorably received, we can vouch for 
those that are to follow. 

It is our purpose to cover a wide field. 
The house-joiner, the car-joiner, the cabinet- 
maker, and other mechanics who work in 
wood will always find profitable suggestions 
in these pages. Every man who feels rich 
enough to subscribe for this journal, by pay- 
ing one dollar may depend on getting the 
full worth of his money. We have ample 
facilities for obtaining the best examples of 
modern design, and no pains will be spared 
in making the Wood- Worker worthy of the 
support it seeks. 

The objective point of this journal is the 
workman, not the employer. We wish this 
to be distinctly understood at the outset. 
The Wood-Worker is specially and solely 
for men at the bench. Our purpose is to 



supply them with material which they can 
turn to profitable use ; to help them in help- 
ing themselves. This we shall do by giving 
them new suggestions both in design and 
construction. 

It is well known that new designs are 
costly. The designer of a new article of fur- 
niture, for instance, must be paid not only 
for the time ho expends in thinking out the 
details of his work, but for the cost of the 
original drawing. The completed drawing of 
the pair of doors on our first page probably 
cost not less than fifty dollars. Consequently 
all new books of design are beyond the reach 
of ordinary workmen. Our purpose is to 
reproduce drawings in the Wood-Worker at 
a merely nominal price that originally cost 
hundreds of dollars. Indeed it is safe to 
assure every subscriber that for the sum of 
one dollar he shall have at the end of a year a 
collection of choice designs that would have 
cost him at least fifty dollars in book form. 
We shall cull from sources new and old the 
things which strike us as best suited to the 
wants of the average wood- worker. Because 
a good thing has been printed and sold at a 
high price to a few hundred manufacturers, 
we shall not deem it the less worthy of pub- 
lication in popular form. 

But a glance at the pages of the Wood- 
Worker will show that its mission is not 
simply to reproduce. Its pages will be en- 
riched with original drawings, prepared espe- 
cially to meet the wants of its patrons, as will 
be more evident in the near future. 

All regular subscribers to the American 
Builder will receive the Wood-Worker free 
for one year. We trust they will speak a good 
word for it, and kindly forward subscriptions. 
We publish an immense edition of this first 
issue, and hope to have at least 20,000 bona 
fide subscribers before the year is half closed. 
It will be an easy matter to accomplish this 
result if our old friends give the new venture 
a good strong push. Address all business 
letters to 

Chas. D. Lakey, Publisher, 

176 Broadway, New York City. 



To Our Friends. 

This, the initial number of the Wood- 
Worker, will bo sent, postage paid, to many 
who are not subscribers, in the hope that they 
may become such. 

It is our purpose to make the Wood- 
Worker a lively journal, and one that no 
wood-working mechanic will not want after 
seeing and reading a copy, and to publish 
it at a price that will be within the reach of 
every workingman. 

We intend that nothing new connected 
with the trades we represent shall escape our 
notice ; and we shall try to present what we 



